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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The New Meadows Pacific and Idaho Northern Railroad Depot is a two-story brick 
building in the Italianate style. It is distinguished by its bracketed hipped 
roof and round arched entry on the south side. To the west is a one-story 
freight office and on the north a small roofed platform parallels the tracks.
Both the office and platform roofs are bracketed. A centered triangular dormer 
breaks the roof on the north and south sides.
The building is vacant and has fallen into disrepair. However, the town has 
purchased the structure with the intention of recycling it as the local historical 
society's museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pacific and Idaho Northern depot in New Meadows is architecturally signifi
cant as one of the few Italianate style depots in Idaho. It is of further signifi
cance for its associations with the railroad. When constructed in 1911 the depot 
served as the terminus for the Pacific and Idaho Northern line which diverged 
from the mainline of the Oregon Short Line at Weiser, ninety miles to the south
west. In 1899 the P & I. N. was completed between Weiser and Cambridge and in 
1901 it was extended to Council. In 1904 Colonel E. M. Heigho became the com
pany's general manager and in 1909 its president. Colonel Heigho attempted 
to extend the line further north, with tracks laid to Evergreen in 1906, and 
New Meadows in 1911. The company intended to eventually reach either Orangeville, 
Lewiston, or Missoula giving the state a north-south railway, but this hope 
was never fulfilled and New Meadows remained the terminus for the line.
With the coming of the railroad the town of Meadows was replaced by New Meadows. 
Several brick buildings were constructed, of which the depot is one of the best 
examples.
H. W. Bond, Weiser's foremost architect, designed several other buildings for 
Colonel Heigho including a residence at New Meadows, and the hotels at Council 
and New Meadows. He also did much work in the Weiser area including the Masonic 
lodge, Christian Church, Wheaton theater, the Payette YMCA and in Vale, Oregon, 
the Oddfellows Lodge and First Bank of Vale.
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